Roof Sheathing Installation Guide (2024 IRC)
Contractor Field Reference Sheet
Applicable to Residential Construction – Verify Local Amendments

1. Materials
• APA-rated OSB or Plywood
• Install with strength axis perpendicular to rafters/trusses
• Panels must be grade-stamped and approved for roof use
2. Minimum Sheathing Thickness (Typical Prescriptive)
• 16" OC framing: Minimum 7/16" OSB or 3/8" plywood
• 24" OC framing: Minimum 15/32" or 1/2" panels
3. Fastening Requirements
• Fasteners: 8d common nails (2 1/2" x 0.131") OR 8d ring-shank nails
• Field nailing: 12" on center
• Edge nailing: 6" on center
• High wind zones may require 4" edge spacing
• Avoid over-driven or under-driven nails
4. Panel Installation
• Maintain 1/8" spacing between panels
• Stagger end joints between rows
• Provide edge support using blocking or approved H-clips where required
5. Pre-Inspection Checklist
☐ Panels installed perpendicular to framing
☐ 1/8" spacing provided at panel edges
☐ Proper nail size and spacing used
☐ Edge support installed where required
☐ No damaged, delaminated, or rotten sheathing
☐ Perimeter nailing meets wind design requirements

Note: Always confirm local building department amendments and approved construction documents.
